Disability assessments now possible on Formentera
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Yesterday, the Govern Balear staff specialists in charge of assessing degrees of discapacity
visited the Formentera day centre. Vicent Verdera, an 84 year old Formentera-native, was the
first patient the workers met with. According to Mr Verdera’s daughter, Pepita, though almost
two years have gone by since doctors amputated her father’s leg, architectural barriers have
meant Mr Verdera has been unable to make the trip to Eivissa to have his disability assessed.
The Verderas were not alone. Two other patients at the day centre also benefitted from the visit
by the employees of the Govern. Other specialists — a doctor, a psychologist and a social
worker — are also available to come to Formentera upon request, thus sparing residents trips to
Eivissa, explained Vanessa Parellada, head of Formentera’s office of social welfare.

Until now, Formentera residents who needed the degree of their disability assessed were
required to schedule an appointment and travel to Eivissa, «with all the inconveniences that
came along with it», added Councillor Parellada. «<We proposed a possible solution to the
regional minister of social services — Fina Santiago — and she accepted», said Parellada,
pointing out that the Govern was itself eager to ensure social services were within the reach of
Formentera residents.

The Council pays for the specialists’ travel costs to the Formentera day centre, where they have
access to a work space. Interested individuals, Parellada concluded by saying, can contact the
social services office of Formentera — or Eivissa — for more information or to request a local visit
by one of the available specialists.




