
In plenary, councilmembers vote to push Abaqua on water cost reduction
Tuesday, 28 April 2015 08:57

This morning in plenary, in a vote that reflected the will of Gent per Formentera, PSOE and
GUIF and the abstention of Partido Popular, the Formentera Council moved to urge the Abaqua
company to reduce the selling price of water used at the desalination plant.

  

Those who voted in favour of the request noted the late March awarding of the contract for
construction and remodel of the Formentera Seawater Desalination Plant to the SADYT
company, at a cost of €7,352,441 – and the fact that the company's original bid had been a
higher figure: €11,715,452. The Council's request is to consult cost studies conducted by
Abaqua in order to determine if a repercussion on consumer water costs is necessary.

  

At today's date, the average cost of water in Formentera is €1.95 per cubic metre, considerably
higher than the same figure in mainland Spain: €0.85. A point in the final plenary of the
legislative session that received unanimous approval was the proposal to urge the other island
councils across the archipelago to lend use of the multiplex channel pack that exists in service
to the Balearic autonomous community to assure the broadcast of television channels canal 33,
Club Super 3 and canal 3/24. Viewers in the region have been unable to receive the channels
since the month of April. According to Sònia Cardona, a member of the Gent per Formentera
party, “there is a political explanation – just one more in the many attacks on Catalan waged by
Bauzà's Govern”. José Manuel Alcaraz of Partido Popular asserted that the transmission failure
of the three channels was due to purely “technical” factors.

  

Another item of discussion that enjoyed unanimity in the plenary was the decision to create a
mixed commission on patrimony between the Formentera Council and the Archbishopric of
Eivissa. The object of the commission will be to inform the Formentera Council regarding the
state of preservation and the nature of restoration necessary for the ecclesiastic patrimony.
Another measure that was unanimously adopted was the accord between the Regional
Department (or conselleria) of Family and Social Services and the Formentera Council
concerning the administration of vacant spaces for dependent individuals receiving care at the
Day Centre. The department of the Govern Balear will provide between €33 and €41 –
depending on the degree of dependence of the patient in question – per day per person. Local
councillor of social welfare Dolores Fernández affirmed that this was the same amount as the
one provided last year.
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Another measure winning unanimous approval was the proposal to urgently commence
operations at the water collection pool , a structure that was completed in November 2009
though it remains inactive today. The code of regulations concerning the organisation and
working practices of the Consell Escolar de Formentera (CEF) was also passed with unanimous
support. The CEP is an advisory and participatory body on issues of education.

  

The day's plenary session had the additional distinction of attending a writing-off of the existing
rights and financial obligations of the Eivissa Council, in accordance with a March 2014 accord
between Formentera and the other Pitiüsa council to liquidate and off-set each administration's
respective debts with the other.

  

The collection rights of the Formentera Council, accrued from 1997 to 2008, were in the amount
of €1,373,119; while our council's own obligations – accrued between 2009 and 2012 – were
€1,259,145. The age of the rights involving the aforestated obligations was the prevailing
element of the decision to off-set, as affirmed by members of the coalition. PP and GUIF
members abstained from the vote.

  

Another instance of PP and GUIF abstention was a preliminary vote to ratify  the regulatory
financial ordinance behind the local summer school tax.

  

Alejandra Ferrer: “The only way we can compete is by being different”

  

In the final plenary of the legislative sitting, the councillor of tourism, transport and trade,
Alejandra Ferrer, appeared before those in attendance to report on her office's work. The
councilwoman asserted that what guides the Council in the work done under Ferrer's authority
is “to continue being an island that is unique and different”. In Ferrer's words, “the only way to
compete is by being different from the rest of the competition”.

  

Councillor Ferrer was extremely critical of the Govern Balear with regard to the non-transfer of
authority in tourism and a perceived lack of interest in maritime regulation - “where the only
thing that has been done is pay the transport companies for the resident discount”.
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Ferrer indicated “the regulations concerning tourist stays in local homes, the system of
regulated parking in La Savina and the restructuring of the Parc Natural de ses Salines” had
been the most recent projects within her remit.
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