Three Kings of the East fill island of Formentera with magic
Thursday, 05 January 2017 20:15

At just past 5.00pm today, the Three Wise Men of the East pulled up to the port of la Savina.
The Kings, with an entourage that included pages, a royal committee, Formentera Council
vice-president and cultural councillor Susana Labrador and infrastructure and transport
councillor Rafael Gonzalez, were met by crowds of anxious children that had come to greet
them at the port. Afterwards the Three Kings mounted their decorated carriages and set off on a
tour of the island's main towns.

On the heels of their stop in la Savina the cavalcade headed up the highway, arriving in Sant
Francesc

shortly after

6.00pm

. The party made its way into town via carrer Jaume |, towards plaga de la Constituci6. Once
there, their Majesties stopped in at the Sant Francesc Xavier church. Afterwards, they made an
appearance on the balcony of the Formentera Council, where they were welcomed by a cabal
of administration officials headed up by Vice-president Labrador. In a speech before the crowds
gathered below, Labrador called on all of Formentera to “remain united as we tackle the
challenges that this year may hold”.

At approximately 7.00pm the Kings will once again take up the reins and head down the
highway towards Sant Ferran, where, besides the waiting throngs of
children and adults, they are awaited by CiF land and tourism councillor Alejandra Ferrer and
Councillor Gonzélez. The royal committee will then enter the church to revere the baby Jesus.
All those hoping to meet the Magi can do so in the festival tent which occupies the church plaza,
where boys and girls from Sant Ferran will also be able to pick up gifts.

Nearing 8.30pm, again by way of the main highway, the cavalcade will continue in the direction
of la Mola. There, they will descend the central arterial towards el Pilar church,
where gifts will be distributed to the eagerly awaiting children of that town. Co-vice-president
and tax office councillor Bartomeu Escandell will also join them throughout the remainder of the
evening's festivities.

Kids in Sant Francesc must wait until tomorrow to receive their gifts from the Wise Men. That
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ceremony will take place at the town's religious school —“Ca ses Monjes”™ on the heels of the
Epiphany mass scheduled for 11.00am at the Sant Francesc Xavier church.

Accompanying entertainment

The members of the royal party aren't the only ones touring Formentera. This year, while young
and old awaited the Three Kings and company, a percussion group staged live shows thirty
minutes before the cavalcade's appearances in la Savina, Sant Francesc and Sant Ferran. With
more than six years of history, Taxek is known for performances which showcase Afro-Latin
beats, choreography and a brand of entertainment that has earned the group numerous awards
and accolades.

Once again, the Three Kings have embarked on an epic journey to bring joy and magic to our
streets and gifts to our people. The Formentera Council wishes to thank everyone who has
made the cavalcade's 2017 stopover possible: volunteers, the Formentera Three Kings'
association, the island's youth centre, Quintanilla and Formentera carpenter's shops, Trasmapi,
Fundaci6 Balearia, Pitiisa Sud, Frutos Secos Ibiza, Carbonicas Tur and the staff of our local
council.
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