
Formentera pushes for additional control of pine processionary
Friday, 30 September 2016 21:22

In plenary session today members of the Formentera Council voted unanimously to instate new
measures to ensure enhanced control of the processionary pine caterpillar on Formentera. The
move, explained CiF environment councillor Daisee Aguilera, would entail urging the Govern's
environment ministry to push ahead in its current use of pheromone traps to curb Formentera's
processionary pine numbers.

  

Aguilera said that the spike in captures of butterflies was behind the Council's call. Focusing on
the hardest hit areas of the island, the administration hopes the Govern will push ahead with a
phytosanitary treatment which includes use of an all-terrain vehicle in 2016 to distribute the
biological agent Bacillus thuringiensis. Crews will also continue destroying processionary nests
by hand and gunfire.

  

Finally, the CiF councillor asked the Govern for swift action in the process of issuing permits for
aerial spraying of the Bacillus thuringiensis bio-agent. The decision has been backed by the
environmental arm of the island's league of local association reps, Consell d'Entitats. As
Aguilera noted, “this particular agent is biological and doesn't affect flora and fauna, unlike the
chemical agent —diflubenzuron— that the previous administration of the Govern intended to
use in 2014. Diflubenzuron did have effects on plant and animal life, which is why it was
opposed by Formentera as a whole”. The councillor heralded the productive kinship that exists
between the current Balearic and Formentera administrations in tackling the pest.

  

The Formentera Council has taken another step toward protecting the Mediterranean Sea from
oil prospections, requesting the processing of a document on exploratory drilling ("Sondejos
exploratoris des de la plataforma Casablanca: Rodaballo promogut per REPSOL"). Members of
the plenary recognised and thanked Aliança Mar Blava for the group's tireless work.

  

Additionally, attendees of the plenary adopted a joint motion presented by the PSOE and GxF.
The motion received support from the entire house with the exception of the PP, and was aimed
at backing a campaign for women's right to safe abortions.
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Statement before the plenary
The Council's infrastructure, transport and IT councillor, Rafael González, appeared before
plenary members to discuss his offices' work until today and projects on the horizon this
legislative session. The councillor delineated the goal he said will underpin initiatives in all three
areas: “To make Formentera more sustainable and ensure a high quality of life for residents”.

  

In the area of transport, González invoked the island's recently debuted network of nature trails
—dubbed the Rutes Verdes— which provide walkers and cyclists a means to easily and safely
move about the island whilst enjoying the natural surroundings. He also spoke about the
ongoing task of promoting electric vehicles on Formentera.

  

As for infrastructure projects, the councillor underscored the completion of the public works
project along the es Pujols street carrer Aigua Dolça as well as the start of urbanising works on
the road which leads to the Formentera Farmers' Co-operative and the household waste
drop-off centre, la Deixalleria. Moreover, he pointed to the upcoming transformation of es
Pujols' town centre and waterfront promenade, a new pump for the town and a bid to
pedestrianise the northern stretch of carrer Fonoll Marí.

  

The councillor also spoke about the importance of listening to and complying with the voice of
the people. Hence, he announced his offices would set aside €250,000 for what he called
“participative budgets” during the current legislative session.

  

Lastly, González promised the Office of New Technologies would also work to “make things
easier for residents by making it possible to do more administrative formalities online” and
“facilitate access to online information about the Council and activities in leisure and tourism”.
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