Organic waste collection up 29.98% since last year
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Formentera’s environment office reports that the amount of organic waste collected in 2019
marks an 29.98% increase on the same figure in 2018. A total of 704.17 tonnes were picked up

over the five months from 15 May to 15 October, compared to 541.77 tonnes the previous year.
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Organic waste collection among restaurants and other local businesses began with a 2017 trial
run that netted 100 tonnes. This year the network of establishments benefitting from
door-to-door pick-up has grown to 170. Participants even have at their disposition an
environmental advisory agent, or zelador, from the Consell’s environment office.

Environment councillor Antonio J Sanz hailed the news and thanked participating businesses
“for everything they’ve brought to the table”.

Councillor Sanz pointed out that, in 2019, between the figures for collected organic waste and
recyclables such glass, plastics, paper and cardboard, the Consell de Formentera “is getting
closer to our goal of recycling half of all the island’s waste that was outlined in legislation
passed in August 2019 on hazardous materials and soils”. Recyclables currently account for
33.78% of total waste collection, a four-point increase since a year ago.

The figures from the environment department show that, including September, solid waste
collection in urban parts of the island was at 5,617.42 tonnes; paper and cardboard collection
reached 805,07 tonnes; plastics 561.94, glass 661.88 and organic waste 661.88. Collection
rates were highest in August (1,637 tonnes), followed by July (1,528) and June (1,271.76). The
low came in January, when total collection dropped to 363.82.
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