Consell de Formentera and Govern balear create €440K line of support for local freelancers
Thursday, 28 May 2020 14:27

The Formentera Department of Economy and Taxes has joined forces with the regional
government in Palma to open up lines of support for the island’s productive sector, which
department chief Bartomeu Escandell described as “uniquely reliant on self-employed
workers—a group that has faced, and continues to face, immense hardship in the economic
crisis following Covid-19”.

Four-hundred forty thousand—a quarter of a million from the Consell, €190,000 from the
Govern—will go to support Formentera’s freelancers. Of the 1,460 local professionals with
“autonomous worker” (autònom) status, 1,100 are registered year-round and the remainder only
temporarily. “We’re extremely pleased that the two administrations were able to come together
at this critical juncture in support of this particular group”, said Escandell. In the Balearics, local
and regional authorities have together promised more than €15 million for a group numbering
between eight and ten thousand.

The assistance will be calculated as follows:

1. Two thousand euros for applicants without staff on payroll. Seasonal freelancers will receive
€2,500.

2. Two thousand five-hundred euros for applicants with fewer than 3 staff on payroll. Seasonal
freelancers will receive €3,000.

3. Three thousand euros for applicants with three or more staff on payroll. Seasonal freelancers
will receive €3,500.

Professionals must figure in one of the following categories to be eligible:

a) Individuals who, as a result of emergency orders in the wake of Covid-19, were forced to
cease professional activity or reduce it by at least 75% (compared to 2019 figures).
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b) Individuals furloughed for force majeur or economic and productive reasons.

c) Seasonal freelancers not included in a) or b) but directly or indirectly affected by Royal
Decree 463/2020, later modified by Royal Decree 465/2020.

To apply:

The online application can be completed on the “Ajuts per reiniciar o continuar l’activitat dels
autònoms afectats directament per la Covid-19” section of the Govern de les Illes Balears
website. Details and a link to the application will be available on the website of the regional
office of economic promotion, entrepreneurship and social and circular economy ( http://dgpe.c
aib.es
).

The Consell will also offer an information service for self-employed Formentera residents. It can
be reached by phoning 971 321 087.
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