Automatic concession of small-scale construction permits up by 21%
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Today, the offices of the Formentera Council that oversee construction works released the 2014
figures for activity on the island. Councillor of town planning and the economy Bartomeu
Escandell revealed that in 2014 there had been 253 applications for small-scale (menor)
construction permits, a drop from 2013, when the number was 329.

Nevertheless, over the same 12-month period, the number of a different type of application –
simple small-scale construction permits – increased. It grew from 112 in 2013 to 136 this last
year – a 21% increase. Bartomeu Escandell attributed this change to the fact that “to make
things easier and streamline the process, more and more often we are seeking to allow projects
traditionally requiring small-scale permit applications to receive consideration as simple
small-scale projects. The distinction allows for a concession of permit which is practically
automatic”.

Of the 253 permit applications for small-scale construction received in 2014, 137 were
approved. The remainder – says Escandell – “are under review. The majority are simply
awaiting attention from other branches of the public administration”. In 2013, of 329
applications, 218 received approval.

The figures change with applications for permits to conduct what is considered large-scale
(major) construction. In 2014, the Council received 110 applications for large-scale permits. Of
the proposed projects, 14 were new structures built on rural soil and 96 corresponded to
changes to pre-existing structures. In 2013, of the 101 total applications received, 51 were
granted approval. Escandell has affirmed that “[the Council] continues processing a high
number of the applications that they receive, but to a lesser degree than at the start of the
legislative session. This is due in large part to the fact that Council offices that process
construction permits have assumed a somewhat normal level of activity”.

Escandell also gave figures concerning requests for certificates of occupancy, required before a
building can legally be occupied. These made up 84 applications in 2014, up from 77 in 2013.
Of those 84 applications last year, 64 were given approval, compared to a mere 13 that were
approved in 2013.
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Next month, the Council's office of town planning will unveil the newest data concerning
urbanism in 2014.

2/2

