Formentera gives new students leg up with language support
Thursday, 25 January 2018 17:30

Details were released this morning about a “language assistance project” to ease new students'
transition into a new linguistic environment. The presentation was led by social welfare
secretary Vanessa Parellada and Maria Isabel Jiménez, a teacher.

Faced with comparatively poorer grades and higher rates of school failure among immigrant
youth, a factor which poses an obstacle to the students' normal development in professional
and social contexts, the administration's immigration offices hatched a plan. It included a
“language assistance” workshop tuned to serving the needs specifically felt by such
newcomers.

The interest in assistance
Unlike in years past, this year's programme, which begins February 5 and concludes when
students break for summer, won't be aimed at specific year levels. Rather, it will be available to
each and every recently-arrived pupil enrolled in primary and secondary education.

Programme coordinator Maria Isabel Jiménez called it “a resource to help pupils improve their
reading, writing and oral comprehension of Catalan” while framing the goal as “to give
newcomers the tools to do what's being asked of them in their classes”.

The challenge of the initiative will be to boost not only academic performance, but also social
integration. According to Councillor Parellada, “better integration at the school level means
improved integration overall for students' families”.

Classes will be tuned to meet the educational abilities of each pupil, and instructors will
additionally focus on promoting work in groups, levelling the playing field for participating
students and fomenting a positive reception of Catalan, the so-called “vehicular language” of
schools in the Balearics.
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Enrolment
Starting this Thursday, January 25, signups will be held Monday to Friday from 9.00am to
2.00pm at the head offices of Formentera social services: Vénda des Brolls, 53. Enrolment
closes Thursday, February 1.

For more information, telephone 971 32 12 71 or contact rescolar@conselldeformentera.cat .
The location of classes will be decided based on the number and needs of pupils who register.
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