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Formentera's 23-member lifeguard and rescue crew, on duty since this Tuesday, May 1,
congregated for the service's seasonal kickoff on Llevant beach. At 9.30am CiF president's
office secretary Bartomeu Escandell made an appearance.

  

Calendar and service upgrades
Lifeguard and rescue operations are in place from May 1 to October 31. The ten-person team of
waterfront watchwomen and men grows by five from June 1, before assuming the full 23-person
staff June 15. The progressive descent commences September 15, when a team of 15
administers the service the rest of the month. From September 30 to the close of October, ten
individuals oversee service.

  

In a departure from last season, defence towers have been erected at es Caló and Cala Saona.
The rescue service's new jet-ski was acquired in an effort to improve and expand the service.
Fifteen walkie-talkies were also added to the team's stock for the same reason, and to facilitate
communication between distinct areas of operations. Lifeguards took part in a refresher course
covering on-the-job duties like prevention and care for minor incidents like jellyfish stings and
sun stroke.

  

Self-managed service
The lifeguard and rescue service is still today run by the Formentera Council. “We've always felt
that our corps of lifesavers should be Council staff”, said Escandell. The secretary noted that
thanks are also in order for the Council's efforts securing housing for the crew.

  

Accessible, cardio care-equipped beaches
Arenals and es Pujols beaches have access points for swimmers with reduced mobility. The
service is available when the green flag flies, from 12 noon to 5.00pm, and can be
commissioned by phoning 609 768 506. Every lifeguard post is equipped with a defibrillator in
the event of cardio-respiratory failure.
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