Consell de Formentera's ethics and governance code published in regional gazette

This week, issue number 114 of the Official Bulletin of the Balearic Islands (BOIB) includes
publication of a code of ethics and good governance that was passed at the most recent
full-house assembly of the Consell de Formentera, in July.

Labeled the Codi Ètic i de Bon Govern, the directive sets forth values and standards of
behaviour for administration officials to follow while on the job. It also establishes a system for
checks and revisions to ensure the initiative's success, part of a bid to make local government
transparent, effective and efficient.

The measure seeks to foment a culture of integrity and instil a spirit of best practices and
conduct, and covers strategies to facilitate good governance and sound public administration.
The code applies not only to the Consell de Formentera but agencies associated with, or
dependent on, the Consell as well.

Transparency councillor Rafa Ramírez called the Codi Ètic i de Bon Govern “unprecedented at
the local level”, and described it as “a tool to shape a policy of integrity as well as the principles
and directive lines of good governance”. Ramírez also called the code was “a work in progress”
that would be “retooled and added to over time”.

The directives are envisioned for individuals associated with the Consell de Formentera. That
includes elected members of government in their capacity as elected representatives and
irrespective of their inclusion in administration posts; heads of governing bodies (as defined in
the organisational rules of the Consell de Formentera); acting departmental heads for the
Consell de Formentera, on account of the increased autonomy such individuals have in the
exercise of their functions; local civil servants whose functions are national in scope; and
individuals in government-appointed posts or positions involving special, targeted consulting.

As elected representatives, employees of the president's office and individual councillors must
expressly adhere to the code of conduct, irrespective of the posts they may hold within the
administration. A special commission will be created and tasked with building awareness
around the new rules and ensuring compliance with them.
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Billed as “open-source code”, the document will be periodically revised for improvements, or
additions, that islanders consider pertinent to reinforce an image of integrity and developing
islanders' trust in their local government.
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